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New Global Berlitz Kids® English Program to Start in October 2010

Berlitz and Benesse Join to Develop English Education Program for Children  

Princeton, NJ. – September 27, 2010 -- Berlitz International, Inc. (www.berlitz.us), in conjunction with its parent company, Benesse Corporation, a leading Japanese company in the field of education and educational materials, announced today it has launched its global Berlitz Kids® English program in over 550 locations in over 70 countries.  
This program, specifically designed for children ages 4-7, comes at a time when speaking English is growing in prominence around the globe, with more children learning English than ever before.  The program combines live instruction with home study resources for a seamlessly integrated learning experience.
Taught by Berlitz instructors specifically trained in teaching children, The Berlitz Kids® English program includes a combination of classroom instruction at a Berlitz Language Center and study at home.  Study groups of 4 to 10 children receive textbooks, audio CDs, flashcards and learn English with puppets, characters developed specifically by Benesse (images available upon request), to motivate children and facilitate the learning process.  The characters represent open-mindedness, diversity and cooperation, and encouragement in this early childhood education program.
Berlitz Kids® English is based on the world-renowned Berlitz Method®, a unique method of language instruction that has evolved over the more than 130 years of the company’s history. 
With the Berlitz Method:
· Lessons are conducted exclusively in English

· Emphasis is placed on oral English, not on memorizing large numbers of words
· Students think only in English, without translating from their native language
· Instructors have a native command of English and are specially trained to work with children.
“In a global economy, with the steadily growing demand for serious, high-quality English language education, Berlitz Kids® English will enable children to learn English by exposing them at an early age to native pronunciation and speaking rhythms,” said Andres Gonzalez, Americas Regional Director, Berlitz Kids. 
“Through contact with people of different ethnic backgrounds and perspectives, children also gain first-hand experience of diverse cultures and values.  We see Berlitz Kids® English as a key part of our business, nurturing future global leaders.”
In addition to Berlitz Kids English, the Benesse characters are integrated into Spanish, Mandarin, and French programs for children aged 4-7 in the U.S.  Berlitz also offers other specially designed programs in a variety of languages year round for children and teens.  The Berlitz methodology teaches children a new language the same way they learned to speak in their native tongue: by listening, repeating, and speaking. They are fully immersed in the target language and are motivated to learn through age-appropriate curriculum. Berlitz Instruction for children and teens includes afterschool programs and private tutoring for all age groups, from 4 to 18.

About Berlitz International, Inc.

With more than 550 locations in over 70 countries, Berlitz International, Inc. has long been established as the world’s premier provider of language training and cross-cultural services. Today Berlitz is a global leadership training and education company with a comprehensive portfolio which adds communications skills development, global leadership training and customized dynamic solutions for cultural competency, available via multiple delivery platforms. For more information on Berlitz programs and services, visit www.berlitz.us.
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